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look of natural wood, and a state-
of-the-art, multi-material instrument 
panel. Additional innovations included 
a lid in the instrument panel in front of 
the passenger seat which opened to 
reveal a crate for smaller dogs. Mesh at 
the front and sides assured adequate 
ventilation, and its position facing the 
passenger seat made it easy for owner 
and dog to keep an eye on each other.

Standard configuration of the 

Not what you usually expect to find in a 
glovebox, but an ideal way to carry small dogs 
safely, and prevent them from feeling left out. 

(Courtesy Honda)

Which vehicle’s seat doubles up as a crate? 
A Honda WOW’s, of course! (Courtesy Honda)

interior was four individual seats, though 
six could be accommodated when 
the rear seat was slid to the back. The 
extra, pull-out seat either stowed in the 
floor, or the seatback and cushion of the 
extra seat could be detached to form a 
crate for a larger dog. 

The low, flat floor and wide door 
openings provided easy access for 
canine companions, the powered, 
swing-and-slide side doors opening 
wide to the front and back; the 70/30 
per cent, vertically split rear tailgate 
provided easy access from the back. 

The powered swing-and-slide doors open 
wide, and the 70/30 vertically split rear tailgate 
provides easy access from the back in Honda’s 

2005 WOW concept vehicle.
(Courtesy Honda)

Thanks to the centre walk-through, it 
was possible to step in at the tailgate 
and proceed freely all the way to the 
front of the cabin.

All-in-all, Honda’s WOW Concept 
was full of great ideas to make a dog’s 
life on the road more comfortable, 
but, alas, did not go into production, 
although Honda noted some of the 
concept ideas to offer on other models, 
whilst others would possibly be modified 
and incorporated in future models.

A more widely available Honda 
dog-friendly vehicle was introduced in 
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Generally available worldwide from 2010 was the Honda Element Dog-Friendly model ...
(Courtesy Honda)

2010. The Honda Element line-up was 
expanded to include an all-new Dog 
Friendly™ pet accommodation system. 
This optional system was specifically 
designed to improve the travelling 
safety, comfort and convenience of 
dogs, and their owners. 

For example, in daily operation 
the car kennel kept a pooch properly 
restrained, so that he could not distract 
the driver. In the unfortunate event 
of an accident, the kennel kept the 
animal contained behind the rear seats, 
reducing the chance of injury to him and 
any human occupants.

Some of the Dog Friendly™ 
equipment enhanced pet comfort by 
providing a soft floor surface, along 
with a dedicated fan and spill-resistant 
water source. Ease of maintenance was 

improved for owners by an integrated 
ramp, easy-to-clean surfaces, and a 
full suite of matching Dog Friendly™ 
accoutrements.

Other features found in this 
specially-equipped Honda included a 
soft-sided cargo area kennel made from 
seatbelt-grade netting; a cushioned pet 
bed in the cargo area with an elevated 
platform; a 12V DC rear ventilation 
fan; second row seat covers with a 
dog pattern design (matching the bed 
fabric); an extendable ramp that stored 
under the pet bed platform; all-season 
rubber floor mats with a toy bone 
pattern, and Dog Friendly™ exterior 
emblems.

The Dog Friendly™ equipment 
group had a suggested manufacturer’s 
retail price of £635 ($995).
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Dog crates come in a variety of styles and sizes, but regardless of this, all must be properly 
anchored in the vehicle. (Courtesy Fiona Walker of Camp in a VDub.co.uk)

Speak to your veterinarian, or a specialist supplier, about the type of harness design that’s best for 
your vehicle. (Courtesy Hubble & Hattie)
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Crates/harnesses
Once inside the vehicle you have 
the choice of securing your dog via 
a special harness that attaches to 
the regular seatbelts, or in a crate. 
There are many designs already on 
the market, with new innovations and 
safety improvements being introduced 
each year. Consult your veterinarian for 
advice, and look for a safety standard 
on the label or packaging. In the United 
States pet supply manufacturer Bergan 
has joined with the ASPCA (American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals) to support responsible and 
safe pet travel (see PawsToClick.com).

With rear and side airbags now 
fitted as standard in many vehicles, 
the safest tethering spot would be the 
middle of a rear seat. 

There are any number of available 
dog blankets, liners and hammocks, 
boasting a variety of comfort and 
convenience features. Safety is the 
paramount factor, though, so look for 
features such as secure, proper fit to 
prevent your dog sliding around when 
cornering or braking.

There are also various products 
specifically for Pickups. A strap on the 
side of the bed is not a good choice, 
because although it may prevent your 
dog actually jumping or falling out, the 
injuries he may sustain from hitting the 
side of the vehicle, or, even worse, 
hanging over the side can easily be life-
threatening.

The safest way to travel in a 
Pickup is to have your dog inside the 
cab, wearing a purpose-designed dog 
harness that attaches to the seatbelt, 
or inside in a secured crate. If there 
is no alternative to your dog travelling 
in the Pickup bed, the harness must 
be a three-point tethered system that 
ensures the dog stays in the centre 
of the truck bed. In a minor accident 
a Pickup topper or canopy will help 

prevent your dog from being ejected 
from the vehicle, but the dog should 
still be secured. In the case of a severe 
accident, fiberglass or aluminum 
toppers often break, come off, or are 
easily crushed.  

Your vet may well be able to offer 
advice about various crate design 
attributes or the correct type of tethering 
for your dog. 

Whilst not law in the UK, the 
Highway Code does note that dogs 
should be restrained when travelling 
in vehicles, and insurance companies 
very often stipulate that animals must 
be restrained if travelling with you. 
Some countries within the EU – such as 

If rear seat room is not a concern, a dog 
hammock provides additional safety measures, 
while also obviating any possibility of your dog 

falling off the seat. (Andrew Mort)
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These dogs in the high-priced 1950 American Chrysler ‘Woody’ Town and Country advertisement 
emphasise a sporty lifestyle. (Author collection) 

In 1930s photographs, films and advertising, the dog was most often portrayed working and 
assisting his owner, as in this case, out hunting. (Author collection) 

BOOK FILE.indb   69 17/07/2012   12:12


