
Did you know?
•  The name ‘Stegosaurus’ means ‘roofed lizard’. It was called this because when palaeontologist 

O C Marsh first described Stegosaurus in 1877, he mistakenly thought that its bony plates lay 
flat on its back like a turtle’s shell. He later realised that the plates stood upright, but it was 
already named!

•  Stegosaurus is a cousin of Ankylosaurus, another armoured dinosaur.
•  Scientists are still debating what Stegosaurus used its back plates for. They could have been for 

defence, display or to keep it cool. They could also have had more than one function.

When did Stella live and how long could Stella live??

What did Stella eat?
Stella the Stegosaurus was a 
herbivore, which means she ate 
lots of plants! Stella snacked on 
things like ferns, moss, cycads 
and horsetails. She also swallowed 
small stones called ‘gastroliths’ 
to help her digest the tough plant 
matter, like birds do today.
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Stella the Stegosaurus lived 
in the Late Jurassic period …
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Stella the Stegosaurus 
could have lived for 
around 50 – 70 years.



Discover more about Stella the Stegosaurus and her dinosaur friends ...
Read about Stella and all her dinosaur friends in this wonderful series of children’s books written and illustrated by Lucy Martin. 
Featuring stories relevant and helpful to all children – from the importance of friendship, and embracing our differences, to overcoming 
difficulties and gaining confidence – each book in this growing series features Lucy’s colourful illustrations, based on the latest 
palaeontological research, and is designed to help children better cope in the modern world, and develop and grow with confidence, 
understanding, and a positive attitude towards themselves and others. Visit the Hubble & Hattie website for more!
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How Big Was Stella?
When fully grown, Stella the Stegosaurus would have been 6–9 metres long and weighed 5–7 tons 
(slightly more than an elephant!)

Who did Stella 
live with?

Stella the Stegosaurus 
probably lived in a small 
family group, but she may 
have lived alone once she 
became an adult.

Where Did Stella Live?
Stella the Stegosaurus lived in what 
is now North America. There was no 
grass or flowering plants, but lots of 
ferns, horsetails and cycads covering 
the ground. Stella would probably 
have looked for food in the forest as 
well as in the open.

Stella’s footprints


